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Knight left the room, promising she would send the Queen
copy of her answer to the Duchess of Leeds when she ha
received the Duchess's letter.
As she reached the ante-room this letter was handed lie
"It was a very handsome one," comments Miss Knight. Bi
though it contained the united wishes of the Duchess, tit
Queen, the Regent, and Charlotte, she was shrewd enoug
to realize that, as far as the Queen went, it was meant to I
nothing more than a becoming gesture.
Therefore, sitting down, she wrote, "declining the proposal,
so she tells us, "from the sole motive of not thinking myself j
liberty to leave Her Majesty's service."
A copy of this was sent to the Queen, and at half-past si
Miss Knight took her refusal to the Duchess, who did all i
her power to persuade her to change her mind, having D
suspicion of the counter-pull coming from the sneezing Queen
bedroom.
Charlotte knew what was afoot, and was on the watch, an
as Miss Knight, after leaving the Duchess, reached the bottoi
of the stairs she found a page waiting for her, who asked h(
to go into the library. In she went, and was confronted b
Charlotte, all affection and anxiety, for she was eager for Mil
Knight to come to her and was, says Miss Knight, "in an agon
of grief and resentment when she found I had been obliged t
refuse."
The next morning two of the Princesses again rushed to tifc
attack. Princess Mary told Miss Knight by letter that si
should always dine with the Regent when Charlotte did, an
assured her of the support of the whole family "through ever;
thing." Princess Sophia also wrote; the line she took beii]
chiefly emotional, and working on Miss Knight's feelings ft
Charlotte.
But now a scheme formed itself in Miss Knight's mind:
scheme that seemed to allow of her accepting the post whi
at the same time pleasing the Queen.
"I went to the two Princesses who had written to me," si
writes, "and told them that if the Regent, after my refiis;
(which they said would throw him into the greatest difficulties
still condescended to wish that I should be with Prince
Charlotte, I had thought of a plan which might succeed, an
set things to rights with the Queen." She also suggested 1
them that the Regent should send Lord Moira to her to rene
the negotiation, and then apply to the Queen to lay her con
mands on her*